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Three Editions of Marcy's Report on the Red River of Louisiana. 

By Frederick V. Covii.le. 

My attention has been recently called by Mr. J. W. Blankin- 
ship to the fact that there are in existence three editions of Cap- 
tain Randolph B. Marcy's report entitled " Exploration of the Red 
River of Louisiana in the year 1852." 

Of the three editions one was published in the year 1853 as 
Senate Executive Document No. 54, 3 2d Congress, Second Ses- 
sion. Both the other two editions were published in 1854, one as 
a Senate Executive Document, without number, 33d Congress, 
First Session, the other as a House Executive Document, without 
number, 33d Congress, First Session. For convenience these 
editions may be referred to repectively as Senate, 1853 ; Senate, 
1854; and House, 1854. 

All three editions contain Captain Marcy's own report followed 
by eight appendices of which the seventh, appendix G, consists of 
the botany of the expedition by Dr. John Torrey. Plates num- 
bered from 1 to 20 accompany the botanical report and in all three 
editions plate 18, which, according to the explanation of plates, 
should be Abronia cycloptera, is missing. There is nothing in the 
text of any of the editions to suggest the reason for this omission ; 
for though Abronia cycloptera is not mentioned in the body of the 
appendix the same is true of Geranium Fremontii, Xanthisma Tex- 
annm, and Heliotropium tenellnm, all of which, however, are 
figured. 

The Senate 1853 edition is clearly, as its date and its sequence 
in the Executive Documents would indicate, the one first pub- 
lished, the publisher according to the title page being Robert Arm- 
strong. The plates accompanying the botanical report were litho- 
graphed by Ackerman of New York, as was also the principal 
map accompanying the report. The botanical appendix, exclusive 
of its half title and Dr. Torrey's letter of transmittal, begins on 
page 280 and extends to page 302, followed by an explanation of 
the plates. 
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156 Covii.le: Three Editions of Marcv's Report 

The House 1854 edition, which probably appeared before the 
Senate 1854 edition, bears on the title page the name A. O. P. 
Nicholson, as the publisher, while the lithograph plates of the 
botanical appendix, as well as the map, were made by Lawrence, of 
New York. The main part of the narrative is set up in type of 
precisely the same size as that used in the Senate 1853 edition, 
but it is clear from the lack of uniformity in broken letters, an occa- 
sional letter from a wrong font, and a running forward or backward 
of single words or single lines that the matter was all reset. The 
pagination however, as far as page 117, the end of Captain Marcy's 
own report, is the same. Beginning with page 118 the meteoro- 
logical tables, etc., were set up in different type so that a conspicu- 
ous difference in the pagination follows. Dr. Torrey's botanical 
appendix, exclusive of the introductory matter, begins on page 248 
and extends to page 270, followed, as in the other edition, by the 
explanation of plates. It is clear that the copy used in setting up 
this second edition was not the original manuscript, but consisted 
of the printed pages of the earlier edition. For practical purposes 
all citations of the botanical portions of the two are identical with 
the exception that in the House 1854 edition the corresponding 
pages are numbered 32 less than in the Senate 1853 edition, page 
280 corresponding to page 248, and so on throughout. The 
lithograph plates of the House 1854 edition are perhaps slightly 
inferior to those of the 1853 edition. 

The Senate 1854 edition differs somewhat more from the other 
two, but the differences are almost wholly typographical. The 
publisher, according to the title page, was Beverly Tucker. The 
botanical lithographs and the map, as in the Senate 1853 edition, 
bear the name of Ackerman. Captain Marcy's narrative is set up 
in larger type than either of the earlier editions and occupies about 
ten pages more. The botanical appendix is set up, on the other 
hand, in smaller type than in either of the other editions and ex- 
tends, exclusive of introductory and supplementary matter, from 
pages 267 to 289. In general the corresponding pages contain 
the same matter as in the other editions, but in a few cases from 
one to several lines are run backward or forward upon the adjacent 
pages. From the internal evidence furnished by occasional typo- 
graphical differences it is clear that the printed pages of one of the 
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other reports, probably the House 1854 edition, was used as 
printers' copy. 

The differences in the botanical appendices in the three editions 
are such as would be made by a typographer or a non-botanical 
proof-reader. It is evident that proof of the two later editions did 
not go through Dr. Torrey's hands. For purposes of consulta- 
tion, so far as the subject matter is concerned, therefore, any one 
of these editions is equally valuable, the only difference of im- 
portance being that of pagination. Fortunately it is the true first 
edition, that is, the Senate 1853 edition, which has usually been 
cited in botanical publications, including the Botany of the Mexican 
Boundary Survey, Gray's Synoptical Flora, Watson's Biblio- 
graphical Index, and the Index Kewensis. Indeed, I have seen 
no published citations from either of the two later editions. 

This report is a good illustration of the wasteful methods pur- 
sued in the publication of government reports before the establish- 
ment of the present Government Printing Office. The three 
editions of this report were published by as many different firms, 
the type was set up three times, and the government therefore 
paid thrice the normal cost of composition work. Under the present 
system the printing of all three editions would have been done under 
one roof, and electrotypes would have been used for the two later 
editions, thus reducing the cost of composition by two-thirds. 



